
Strategies to Shape  
Your Future and Theirs

Giving Wisely



Making a planned gift to the University of Pittsburgh is 

the ultimate expression of your support for our students, 

researchers, and mission to improve the community. 

Thank you for your commitment.

— Chancellor Patrick Gallagher
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From Your Lifetime to Theirs 
The University of Pittsburgh provides a pathway to strengthen 
communities, society, and the world. Pitt students, alumni, and 
faculty members have won Nobel Prizes and NCAA championships, 
earned Rhodes Scholarships and cabinet appointments, and 
changed their lives and the lives they touch through the expansion 
of knowledge and understanding. 

Planned giving is a distinctive way to make a personal and lasting 
contribution to the University of Pittsburgh. Your thoughtful gift 
bolsters your legacy while helping improve the lives of people and 
communities all over the world through educational opportunities 
and research advancements. 

In addition, a planned gift provides tax savings to the donor and 
could provide income for you or loved ones depending on the 
vehicle you choose.

Planned giving includes a wide variety of tools that allow you to 
amplify your impact on future generations. Naming the University 
of Pittsburgh as a beneficiary in your will or retirement account, 
making gifts of appreciated stock, and creating a charitable gift 
annuity are among the most popular planned giving strategies. 

By employing these types of gifts, many donors find they can 
leave a legacy at the University beyond what they ever imagined 
was possible.
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What Is Planned Giving?
For many people, planned giving is the natural extension of their 
annual financial support of the University. For others, it is their first 
and last gift to Pitt. One thing planned giving is not, is something 
that is the exclusive domain of the wealthy. Yet, a planned gift 
often allows donors to make the largest gift of their lives, creating 
the most opportunities for students, faculty, and researchers.

Planned gifts can include:
• Income-generating gifts that pay you back

• Gifts that cost you nothing today

• Gifts of strategic assets

How Does Planned Giving Benefit  
the Donor?
Planned gifts can create life-long income for the donor and 
their loved ones, build a legacy at the University that has 
meant so much to them, lower taxes, and make the most of 
the assets they spent a lifetime earning and protecting. And 
making a planned gift offers donors the peace of mind that 
their philanthropic priorities will continue after their death.

How Does Planned Giving Benefit 
the University?
All financial gifts are critical to the University to fulfill its 
mission and planned giving holds a special place of honor. 
Planned gifts allow the University to chart a reliable course 
for the future and result in scholarships, research funding, 
and operational and programmatic support. Simply put, 
your planned gift powers the future of Pitt.
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An  Enduring Love

“

Richard (A&S ’64, EDUC ’66G, ’70 PhD) and Renée (A&S ’63, EDUC ’65G) Goldman 
credit their successful careers to hard work and the education they received from 
the University of Pittsburgh School of Education.

Using their Pitt foundations, the couple opened a chain of preschools, a curriculum 
design company, and a series of revolutionary, technology-driven K-12 and 
continuing education schools.

The Goldmans’ appreciation for their alma mater prompted them to begin giving 
back to Pitt in 1972. They have continued to do so for five decades and have 
established a variety of planned gifts that will live on long after they are gone.

Renée and I found it very appealing that we could leave a lasting 

legacy while giving back to Pitt and supporting the advancement of 

the discipline of education.”
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Where to Start?
Planned gifts provide creative and flexible strategies for you to pursue your charitable and 
financial goals. There are gifts for every stage of life and every level of income. Some gifts cost 
you nothing today, some create reliable income, others simply focus on lowering taxes. 

Income-Generating Gifts  
that Pay You Back

• Charitable Gift Annuities
• Deferred Gift Annuities
• Charitable Remainder Trusts

A donor creates an annuity or trust 
by transferring cash or securities to 
the University of Pittsburgh, which 
generates an immediate tax deduction 
for the donor. Pitt then makes payments 
to the donor and/or another designee(s) 
for life or a set number of years. After 
the last payment is made, the University 
uses the remaining balance to support 
deserving students, world-changing 
research, and innovative programs of 
the donor’s choosing. Making a gift 
to create a lifetime income can be 
especially useful during windfall years.

Gifts that Cost You  
Nothing Today

• Bequests
• Beneficiary Designations

Naming Pitt in your will or as a 
beneficiary of your retirement account 
or life insurance policy allows you to 
help the University that means so 
much to you without impacting your 
income today. A donor can specify a 
dollar amount or a percentage of the 
estate to be given to the University of 
Pittsburgh. These gifts may be directed 
to support a specific program—such as 
pioneering research, student activities, 
or a targeted scholarship fund.

What type of planned gift is best depends on your goals: 
• how you’d like to make your gift, 

• when you’d like to make your gift, and

• with what you’d like to make your gift.
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Gifts of Strategic Assets

• Appreciated Assets  
• IRA Disbursements
• Life Insurance 
• Donor Advised Funds

Making a gift of any of these diverse 
strategic assets often comes with 
major tax advantages, from avoiding 
income taxes on your required 
minimum distribution, to not incurring 
capital gains taxes on your long-held 
appreciated stocks or other assets. 
The University of Pittsburgh stands 
ready to offer guidance on any of these 
planned giving tools and strategies as 
part of a broader life income, estate,  
and wealth transfer plan.

Leadership in Community, 
Leadership in Philanthropy  

“

Tony Fountain (A&S ’70, CGS ’77) has lent 
his leadership skills to the public and private 
sectors, many nonprofits, and the University of 
Pittsburgh. He is also a long-time and generous 
financial supporter of Pitt.

Education is the most important 

investment we make. Not just in our 

children, but for our communities.”
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After growing up in a small town in northeastern 
Pennsylvania, Naimah Aldridge (SCI ’23) was 
looking for a college experience in a big city so 
she could grow not only as a student but as a 
person and as a global citizen. 

I feel like a completely different person 

as a result of my time at Pitt. It’s 

changed the way I view the world, how 

I see others, and how I communicate 

with people. That experience would 

not have been possible without 

scholarship support.”

Giving Opens  
Windows to  
the World

“

Who Can Give?
Everyone is encouraged to make a planned gift. Often people think, “I don’t have a big estate;  
I can’t make that kind of contribution.” However, people from all walks of life can make a planned 
gift—not just the wealthy; not just alumni. In fact, making a planned gift could be among the best 
retirement plan decisions you make for yourself and your loved ones. Planned giving often creates 
an opportunity to make a gift larger than you had ever imagined. Individuals and families of all 
means can make planned gifts.

What Can I Give?
There are many ways to support the University of Pittsburgh. The most common, and immediately 
impactful, is to make a gift of cash. However, planned gifts are often made with other assets such 
as securities, real estate, artwork, retirement plan assets, donor advised funds, and insurance 
policies. Many of these gifts come with unique tax benefits. You can make a gift from just about 
any type of asset you own.
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What Are Endowed Gifts and Why Are They Important?
If your planned gift creates an endowed fund, it becomes an important part of the University of 
Pittsburgh’s financial stability. Each year, the University’s endowment distributes more than 
$160 million to support designated programs and services. This annual spending allows Pitt to 
effectively attract and retain highly-talented and diverse students, faculty, and researchers.

WHEN YOUR 
PLANNED GIFT 

CREATES AN 
ENDOWED FUND

The principal “investment” may not be spent, 
only the proceeds from the investment.

PROCEEDS ONLY

LIMITED 
ALLOCATION

DISTRIBUTION 
GUIDELINES

Allocation of earnings is 
limited by donor intent,  
e.g., scholarships.

Annual distributions must 
not exceed the prescribed 

guidelines under state 
and federal law, and are 

reviewed at least annually 
by the Board of Trustees.

Through solid investing strategies and the power of compounding returns, the University 
of Pittsburgh has increased the size of each of its original gifts. Many of them have been 
under the care of the University for decades and in some cases, for more than a century.

Grateful to Be On the Water  

“

After her diagnosis, Nancy Dunlap’s boldest 
goal was to return to her favorite activity—
competitive waterskiing. Thanks to neuroscience 
and orthopedic research at Pitt and her care at 
UPMC, Nancy is doing what she loves.

The excellent research and care enabled 

me to return to skiing and enjoy my life. 

A planned gift gives me the opportunity 

to support the life changing work.”
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Recognition Societies
Through prestigious recognition societies, the University of Pittsburgh enthusiastically 
acknowledges alumni and friends who provide generous financial support. 

Brackenridge Circle
The Brackenridge Circle pays special tribute to those remarkable individuals who have made 
planned gifts with the University of Pittsburgh over their lifetime totaling $1 million or more. 
The Brackenridge Circle is named for Pitt founder Hugh Henry Brackenridge. 

The 1787 Society 

The 1787 Society recognizes individuals and families who have made a commitment to Pitt 
through planned gifts, regardless of size. These legacy gifts ensure the future of University of 
Pittsburgh students, faculty, staff, and researchers.

The 1787 Society is named for the year of the University’s founding and offers exclusive 
seminars, tours, and other events with the goal of connecting, informing, and entertaining our 
planned giving donors in a manner befitting their commitment to Pitt.
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